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e all recognise the grief that drove Mary Magdalene to
insit Jesus’tomb at the earliest opportunity, even while it

was still dark. He had been buried very hurriedly ahead
of the Sabbath with minimum time for the usual rites. That she was
not expecting what she found is obvious because her first reaction
was that Jesus'dead body had been removed by somebody.

Although Jesus had told them that he would rise from the dead
his disciples’ behaviour did not suggest that they believed him. It
only begins to dawn on them gradually that there might just be
truth in what he had said. b

We do not need to run to the empty tomb. We believe that Jesus
rose from the dead. His message is life - life after death - life in
heaven with him for us all in glory.

St Paul says if Jesus has not been raised then our faith is in vain.
He exhorts us to let our thoughts be on heavenly things not the
things of this earth. Forget the eggs and young animals, symbols
of life though they be. We were called to new life with Jesus at our
baptism. His death conquered sin and washed us clean so that we
too shall be raised from the dead to everlasting life with him. |

So, we can celebrate this wonderful feast with joy and
thanksgiving while we are on this earth in gratitude to our loving
heavenly Father.

Rejoice and be glad. The Lord is risen indeed!

Following many years in the classroom, retired teacher and head of RE, Mary
Bell now has time to enjoy the beauties of the natural world around her.

The Risen Lord is the hope that never fails, that does not disappoint.
God's hope never disappoints! How many times in our life do our
hopes vanish, how many times do the expectations that we carry in
our heart not come true! The hope of Christians is strong, safe and
sound in this land, where God has called us to walk, and is open to
eternity, because it is founded on God, who is always faithful.

Pape Francis
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Jubilee 2025: Pilgrims of Hope
A Jubilee of love

Love is a free gift which calls for an open heart; love
is a responsibility, but a noble responsibility which is
life-long; it is a daily task for those who can achieve
great dreams!... Love is nurtured by trust, respect
and forgiveness. Love does not happen because we
talk about it, but when we live it: it is not a sweet
poem to study and memorise but is a life choice to
put into practicel... And when loving seems hard,
when it is difficult to say no to something wrong,
look up at Jesus on the cross, embrace the cross and
don't ever let go of his hand... Jesus wants us to be
up on our feet! Think of the beautiful word Jesus said
to the paralytic: “Arisel” God has created us to be on
our feet... So, arise! God wants us up on our feet,
ever on our feet!
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