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“Why dothe saints havefollowers?” s to be efficacious, if it is to move

asks [the French philosopher] them to action, it must be backed
Bergson. “They demand nothing; up by life; backed up by those
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is contradicted. How canitbe
otherwise? Christ himself was
such a sign, and the servant is
not greater than his master...

And very often, it is by
suffering that the just man
will bear witness, that “what
he says is true” To bear
witness by one’s life is to put
that life at the service of an
ideal, no matter what it may

-

yet people do, of their own accord,
what the saints would have them
do. The saints do not need to
exhort; all they need to do is be.
Their very existence is a call to
perfection.”

We know this from our own
experience. To many people, the
teaching of the Church is valid; it
is convincing to the mind. But if it

who have accepted the Gospel,
live the Gospel, and activate their
personal, family and community
lives with the justice of the Gospel.

This will not be easy. Let us be
realistic. It is not easy to be just.
True, the example of a Christian
life, a just life, will be followed by
many, will be an inspiration to
many. But it will also be a sign that
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cost. To bear witness by one's
life is to be ready to lose it.
We call those who have given
up their lives for the Christian

“martyr” mean? It means,
simply, “witness”.
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martyrs. What does
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[Hope] is something real, already il

worthy of such an offering?... For

accomplished in Christ, a gift daily bestowed
upon us until the time when we will be one
in the embrace of his love. Christian hope
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have willed it entirely for the sake of
that JOY in everything and in spite
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Together, we must look for ways to be a missionary
Church, a Church that builds bridges and encourages
dialogue, a Church ever open to welcoming.
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Pope Leo XIV

barely worth the effort. Such is hope,
the gift that the Lord bestowed on us in
baptism.
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