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I I e who has a tongue does not get lost in the forest”” Perhaps this Zambian proverb applied to the

Magi as they arrived in Jerusalem and began looking for the king to whom the star was leading

them. As they headed towards the palace, did they wonder why they were asking Herod about
the birth of a new king, of whom he was unaware? A reigning monarch only wants to know about their
own choice of successor. Surely the Magi realised that Herod wouldn't like their news and would lie about
wanting to pay homage to the newborn king.

Perhaps the Magi knew more about stars and symbols than politics! They had done the right thing in
asking where Jesus had been born but the wrong thing if they wanted to guarantee his safety. Their highly
symbolic gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh were not the usual presents for a new baby - even for one
who was a king. (An amusing cartoon suggests that their wives sneaked in afterwards and gave Mary and
Joseph food and a bundle of nappies.)

As we celebrate the Epiphany, what could we offer the baby Jesus? It's easy to say that we bring ourselves
and that in giving of ourselves we have given everything - but it's much more difficult in practice. It's so
simple to make enthusiastic, grand gestures in the beginning and, little by little, chip away at the gift until
there's not much left. Perhaps we couid ask Jesus for the gift of perseverance?

Seonaid Alder is a retired secondary school teacher.
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Jesus, | don't have gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to offer you, but | can give you my heart. Take it and
fill it with love for you and everyone | meet. {p Amen.
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