St John the Evangelist, Portobello

Summary of the Open Parish Meeting

Sunday 12 May 2019
36 parishioners attended this meeting with Fr Jock in St John’s Church hall to hear about events since the last OPM (18:11:18) and to discuss plans.

Summary of Fr Jock’s Report
There have been many liturgical celebrations along with opportunities for private prayer. New Eucharistic Ministers have been commissioned. There has been a Pastoral Care Course, a Q&A evening with Fr Jock, a Cluster Lenten Retreat, a Ways of Praying Course as well as marriage and baptism preparation courses. 

St John’s hosted L’Arche Edinburgh’s Epiphany Lunch in January. Podcast interviews with Bro Guy Consolmagno and Bruce Kent have been uploaded. The Inter-Church Youth Club continues to be hosted by St Mark’s. 

STEKA fund-raising is nearing its end point, after its designated year as our outreach project. Rampant inflation in Malawi has raised the cost of a skills centre to £13K. 

Future plans include:
· First Communions 

· Rite of Candidacy Mass for Eddie White, our Deacon-in-Training 

· a Faith Formation Group 

· a possible Cluster Celebration of Marriage Mass and a Cluster Landings Programme 

· an Autumn Fayre 

· a baby and toddler group 

· support for young adults 

· a Q&A evening with Imam Hassan Rabbani 

· the Portobello Churches’ Summer Holiday Club 

· a possible visit to Tanzania and Malawi in 2020 by parishioners.

Parish Finances Update by Gary Zoltie, Chair of the Finance Council
St J’s balance for the first two months of 2019 is down by £19K, due to a drop of 10% in Offertory collection income, a decline in Gift Aiders, increasing costs as well as expenditure on the Lighting Project (last year’s anonymous donation was part of parish income for the previous financial year). 

A Stewardship Weekend will be held in early June to encourage more Gift Aiding and to ask parishioners to reflect on what each might realistically donate through the Offertory collection.

Update by Chris Vinestock, Chair of the Fabric Committee
1. 
Lighting Project
The new wiring is now all fitted and some new light fittings are in place. The remaining bespoke fittings are under construction, to be fitted during the summer. 

2.   /

2.
Future Restoration Project
The church tower is in urgent need of repair and repointing, which will be an expensive, large-scale project following completion of the Lighting Project.

Discussions
The meeting broke into small groups to

1. reflect on our 2019 Holy Week & Easter Liturgies and on our Liturgy in general

2.
share experiences & implications for the parish of trying to live as Catholic Christians in 2019.

Feedback from discussions included:
Discussion Point 1 
· Holy Week / Easter - appreciation of the ecumenical services, of the inclusiveness of feet / hand washing, of the liturgies involving children, of the baptisms / receptions during the Easter Vigil (although many would prefer a start time earlier than 9pm – as decided by the archbishop), of opportunities for sister parishes to worship together.

· Liturgy in general – suggest involving more young people and women, having tea/coffee after Vigil Mass, having early morning / evening Masses & Eucharistic Services during Lent for people who are working.

Discussion Point 2
· Difficulties - prejudice in workplace, adverse publicity (abuse & other scandals), social media hostility to religion.

· Implications - need to meet & understand more people from other religious traditions, helpful to discuss and develop guidance to respond to challenges & questions, need to continue to build parish ‘family’ to support each other.

Any Other Business
Donald Scott (PPC Chair) invited AOB.  It was suggested that future OPMs have more discussion time (less time on updates, which could be published ahead of the OPM), although the Chair then asserted the importance of the updates too.

The dichotomy of St J’s relative wealth compared with neighbouring Magdalene / Bingham (which is in the lowest decile of the 2016 Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/SIMD) ) was raised by Fr Jock, who asked that St J’s should consider greater outreach to address this social imbalance.

Following the meeting, and after singing the Our Father, parishioners enjoyed a delightful buffet and refreshments prepared by Mary Iannarelli and her Hospitality Team.
