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Anyone can help 

➢ Pray 

➢ Write a welcome card 

➢ Offer welcome and be a friend! 

Donate 

➢ Edinburgh Churches for Sanctuary Bank: Reliance Bank Ltd  

Account No. 00219552 

Bank Sort Code: 600173 

➢ Goods for new families in Edinburgh and refugee camps abroad: 

Re-Act (Refugee Action Scotland)     

➢ Furniture:  Bethany Christian Trust 0131 561 8904 

➢ Clothing: Edinburgh Clothing  Store 0131 552 1111 

➢ Donate food to a Basics Bank – contact Natalia 

Volunteer 

➢ Friendship and English Practice – contact Fiona or Natalia 

➢ Help children with homework – contact Fiona 

➢ Re-Act Friday Afternoons Playgroup, Ray Considine at rayconse@gmail.com 

➢ The Welcoming Association 0131 346 8577 

➢ Foster a young asylum seeker through Edinburgh Fostering 0800 174 833 

➢ Own a business?  Mentorship and apprenticeship for New Scots 

Involve your church! 

 

➢ Host a Prayer Meeting 

➢ Lend your building 

➢ Host a Weekend Club event 

➢ UK Scheme to Sponsor a Refugee Family 

➢ Speaking engagements 

Natalia Pelttari   

Mission Strengthener 

Edinburgh City Mission 

natalia@edinburghcitymission.org.uk 

0131 225 9445 

Fiona Christie 

Programme Coordinator 

Edinburgh Churches for Sanctuary 

edinburghchurchesforsanctuary@yahoo.com 

 07508 493789 

mailto:rayconse@gmail.com
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Messages of Welcome 
 
We are asking our churches and supporters to welcome those arriving in Edinburgh by writing 

messages of greeting and encouragement that they will receive on arrival in their new homes.  These 

can be as long or as short as you like, in English or in Arabic, or with no words at all if you are 

feeling creative! 

 

A simple greeting card can make a huge difference to the experience of arriving in a new country 

and to a new life.  It is written from one person to another, and even if the recipient is unknown to 

the sender, it is a reminder of their humanity, and their individuality. 

 

Help us to give this simple gift of welcome to those arriving in Edinburgh over the next few months.  

If we have enough cards we would like to give some to those who arrived in the past few months as 

well, as it is never too late to make someone feel welcome. 

 

Below are some pointers, and information about how to collect and send on these messages. 

 

• Write from the heart, welcoming this unknown person or family to your city.  You may never 

meet them, but you can still show friendship and warmth in your message. 

• Consider mentioning your favourite thing about the city, a suggested activity, or time of year 

to look forward to.  This is a great opportunity to help the recipient look forward to their new 

life in Edinburgh. 

• Hand drawn cards and pictures from children to other children are particularly encouraging, 

and can provide a family with initial artwork to decorate their new home! 

• If you chose to buy and write a greetings card, it may be a good idea not to choose one with 

images of people on it.   Why not think about a card with a landscape or still life scene, or 

something that you think reflects Edinburgh or Scotland, or just a simply worded greeting. 

• Please don’t include your contact details in the card.  If you would like to help welcome new 

arrivals settle into Edinburgh, ECS can take your contact details and get in touch as 

opportunities arise. 

 

In case you would like to use it in your message, here is the Arabic word for ‘welcome’ (marhaban), 

as used for a greeting or sign.   Remember that Arabic script reds right-to-left.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send your cards and messages to Edinburgh Churches for Sanctuary, and we will make sure 

they get to the families and individuals at their new homes. 

 

Edinburgh Churches for Sanctuary 

c/o  Grace Church Leith 

15 North Bank Street 

Edinburgh 

EH1 2LS 


