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WELCOME!

If you’re visiting, are new to the area, or just live here, you are most welcome in our sister
parishes. We are delighted you have joined us. If you are new to the parish please make yourself known to Fr Jock or
Pauline, our Parish Administrator, and ask for details of how to register on the parish roll.
.
An Important letter from Archbishop Cushley concerning the future of the diocese – and, especially, the future
provision of Parishes within it:
Fr Jock writes: ‘Archbishop Leo Cushley has initiated a review of the provision of parishes in the Archdiocese and the
infrastructure required to support them. Over the coming months, through our open parish meetings and other fora, we
will be gathering your views so that we can actively contribute to this ongoing discussion. Copies of the letter from
Archbishop Cushley to the Deans initiating this process were given out with last week’s newsletter for your information.
And are still available at the back of both churches. Please do take one and read it.’
A request for Hosts and Leaders for Lenten House Groups
After the success of the house groups during Lent last year, it is planned to have similar groups this year. The groups
will run once a week for six weeks from the week beginning 16th February to the week beginning 23rd March. If you
are willing to host and/or lead a group, please put your name on the lists at the back of either Church.
Sacramental Initiation Programme: Letters have now been sent out to parents of candidates in P3 & P4 who are
preparing for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy Communion. If you have not received a
letter (via schoolbag post or otherwise) by Monday 9th February please contact Arlene Lauder (Sacramental Coordinator) on 0131 669 0041 or by email at lauder.82@btinternet.com , or contact Pauline in the Parish Office.
SPECIAL COLLECTION NEXT WEEK: There will be a Special Collection at all Masses next weekend 7 th & 8th
February on behalf of Catholic Education.

THIS WEEK
Sunday 1st February:
11.15am: St Mary Magdalene’s Church: Mass with invited members from Faith & Light.
2-4pm: St John’s Church Hall: Faith & Light Candlemas Celebration.
7.30pm: Portobello and Joppa Parish Church: Meeting of PACT (Portobello & Area Churches Together)
Tuesday 3rd February:
7pm: St Patrick’s Church, Cowgate: Monthly Mass to pray for the Beatification of Venerable Margaret Sinclair.
7.30-9pm: Parish House: St Mary Magdalene’s Parish Council Meeting
Saturday 7th February: 11am: St John’s Church: Requiem Mass for Paul Bainbridge. [Bereavement Mass
postponed]

NEXT WEEK
Sunday 8th February: 9.30am: St John’s Church: Children’s Mass with a focus on Primary 3 children preparing for
First Reconciliation and Baptism of Amelia Glodek.
11.15am: St Mary Magdalene’s Church: Mass with a focus on Primary 4 children as part of the ‘Do This In Memory
of Me’ programme.
Monday 9th February: 7pm: St Patrick’s Church, Cowgate: Rite of Election Music Rehearsal.
Patricia Carroll writes: ‘Parishioners are invited to join the Inter Parish Archdiocesan Choir for the first of a series of
rehearsals beginning on the 9th Feb at 7pm in St Patricks Cowgate. This is the only one for the Rite of Election.
There will also be two rehearsals for the Chrism Mass during Lent. New members are very welcome, especially those
who sing in existing parish choirs.’

IN THE COMING WEEKS
Sunday 22nd February: 5pm: St John the Baptist’s Church, St Ninian’s Rd, Corstorphine: Remembering Service.
‘The service is for those who have suffered the death of a child from the beginning of pregnancy onwards, whether
recently or at an earlier time. It provides an opportunity to participate in a formal acknowledgement of their grief. Those
who wish to come in love and support are also most welcome. It is hoped that representatives from organisations that
provide counselling for stillbirths, miscarriages, and abortions will be present and available after the service.’
A visit to the Noe Tibetan Children’s Home in Northern India: 9-17 February
Fr Jock writes: ‘When I was teaching for a year in India in 1979 -80, I made friends with a remarkable Tibetan refugee
couple, Pema, a Christian, and Mega, a Buddhist. Soon after I returned to the UK, Pema wrote asking for help with
the Children’s Home she had started and so in 1982 a friend and I formed ‘The Friends of the Noe Tibetan Children’s
Home’, and with a group of other friends committed ourselves to supporting Pema’s initiative. Since then over 250
children have passed through the Home, and Pema, a woman of remarkable energy and exuberance, has also founded
a school (now 1,000 strong) for the local Indian children. I have gone out every 4 years or so ensure the personal link
of friendship, central to the whole project, is nurtured with Pema and Mega – and I would have visited them last
February, except that I had only just arrived here in Portobello. So on Monday 9 February, I fly out to India for a short
visit – returning on Tuesday 17 February, in time for Ash Wednesday! While I’m away, Fr John Robinson will cover
Monday to Wednesday, and then Fr Tabone will be in residence from Thursday 11 February for a week …’. For more
information on Pema and her remarkable story, google ‘The Friends of the Noe Tibetan Children’s Home’.

NOTICEBOARD
Bridge Club meets in St John’s Church Hall on Monday evenings at 7pm. If you play bridge, or have done so in the
past, you are most welcome to join. Please phone Jean Douglas on 0131 657 9962 for further details.
Volunteering Opportunity: The Just World Shop, 54 Portobello High Street.
An appeal from Morag Baird: ‘Do you have two hours to spare on a Saturday morning from 10 – 12noon? Due to
sickness we are requiring two volunteers to work in the shop to cover for the time our staff are off. If you can help
please phone Morag or Jim on 669 8819 or at home (665 9962) or pop into the shop for a chat to see what is involved.
Medjugorje: Maria Igoe invites anyone interested in going to Medjugorje to contact her on 0131 669 0247. A small
group is going in July and there are also a few rooms still available for the trip in May.
Teacher Job Vacancies in Catholic Schools: Details of latest vacancies have been posted on noticeboards at the back
of each Church.
Looking for Volunteers! Madaleine Sweeney-Baird, a young parishioner from Our Lady of Loretto in Musselburgh,
is coming to the end of a degree at Napier University and is writing her dissertation on ‘Catholic Attitudes to Sex and
Sexuality’. This is a serious (and well-intentioned) work: Madaleine is looking for volunteers (‘of people, over the age
of 18, who consider themselves to be Catholic by choice’) willing to participate in a short interview lasting 40
minutes…for more information se Fr Jock – or contact Madaleine directly on 40058687@live.napier.ac.uk

REFLECTION: Speaking with authority
‘Ideally, words should always be preceded by deeds.
When people who have done something begin to speak, people listen.
Their words carry enormous weight. They have real authority.
The weakness of a lot of words arises from the fact
that they are not preceded, or accompanied, or even followed by deeds.
At the root of innumerable wrongs in our world
is the discrepancy between word and deed.
It is the weakness of Churches, parties, and individuals.
It gives people and institutions split personalities.
Lord, grant that what we have said with our lips,
we may practise with our hearts,
and practice with our lives.’
Flor McCarthy, SDB, New Sunday & Holy Day Liturgies. (B)

PARISH REGISTER
Please pray for those whose have died recently, including: Paul Bainbridge, David Rodgers, Alec Cameron, Catherine McRoberts,
and baby Joe Foster.
Please pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, including: Elizabeth Keogh, Umberto (Bert) Tesoro, John Quinn,
Margaret Malcolm, Edward Patterson, Douglas Begg, Thomas Conner, Kate Barrins, Jean Anderson, Harry T Johnston, Willie Hall,
Bernadette Heron, Margaret Blaney, Mrs. Hendry, Patrick Rooney, Thomas McCreadie, Margaret Early, James Buchanan,
Bridie Finch, Margaret Wood, Michael Gallagher, Mary Malcolm, Arthur Delaney, Bridget Hanlon, Margaret Kelly, Mary Bell,
James Huntly, James Dickson, Patrick Reidy (Burma 1943), Andrew Robertson, Thomas D’Arcy, David McCartney, David Boyes,
William Lawrie, Susan McLean, Michael Devine, Mary Boyd, and Fr Dan McGuinness.
Please pray for the sick of our sister parishes, including:
Sick Parishioners - St. John’s: Monsignor James Rae, Maureen Brown, Maureen Lawrie, Mary Grady, Baby Ailsa Fitzgerald,
Jane McGuire, Kathy & Jimmy Gallagher, Mona Scoular, Jenny Wormald, Mary Florence & Bob Crabbe, Betty Diponio,
Erin Corbett, Sheila Alexander, Fay Dignan, Roz Byers, Michael & Mamie Richards, Pat Kershaw, Joan Howie, Helen Harrison,
Cathy McGravie, Alf Macnamara, Marie Angela Crolla, Dolores Jones, Malachy Meehan, Jane Murray, Ann Ward, Gerry Houston,
and Lorraine Syme.
Sick Parishioners - St. Mary Magdalene’s: Betty McEwing, Annie Watson, Anne McGeachie, Mary Robertson, Maria Juska,
Isobel Phillips, David O’Donnell, Andrew Banks, Silvia Berry, Tony Matrundala, Jude Ferguson, Mary & James Muir, Liz Davis,
Rose McKay and Denis Davidson.
Please pray for sick friends and relatives of parishioners, including: Sue McDevitt, Jeannette Amos, Anne-Louise Dalrymple,
Ellen Green, Anne Gallagher, baby Ava Gillies, Denise O’Donnell, Margaret Davis, Dorothy Jamal, John Allan, Jane Morton,
Christian and John Parham, Christine Wilson, Conor Kerrigan, Rupert Ridge, Jerzy Gladziuk, Vera Hawkes, Maria St. Denis,
Marie Crolla, Margaret Rose, and baby Ray Donovan Syme.

Readers for this Sunday:
… and for next Sunday:

Mary McGovern & Robert Moyes Bidding Prayers: Jean Douglas
Children’s Mass
Bidding Prayers: Children’s Mass

A reminder … that St Mary Magdalene’s Parish Council will meet in the Parish House, 3 Sandford Gardens,
this Tuesday 3rd February at 7.30pm.

Maria Igoe writes: The next Charity Coffee Morning will be this Monday 2nd February in the Hall after Mass.
Donation will be divided between the ‘Apostleship of the Sea’ and ‘Lifeboats’. Please come along.
FAIRTRADE Linda Brown writes: ‘Would any parishioner like to take over the Fairtrade Stall as Linda and Hugh

Brown are retiring from the Stall, if anyone is interested could they let us know by phone (0131 665 1464) or
email lindabrown@tesco.net’

… AND FINALLY
FRIENDS 1ST offers a very personal introduction service dedicated to Christians. Friends 1st Director Katharine Gray
writes: “ … ‘Friends1st was established in 1999 and continues to successfully introduce single Christians to each other
… Friends1st offers a very personal service – with staff who’ll get to know you, find out what you are looking for and
be there to help you every step of the way. It’s far easier than you realise to meet someone this way … and quite a lot
of fun too. …’. For further details call 0141 305 8443 or take a look at their information only website
www.friends1st.co.uk.
Offertory Collection - 24th & 25th January 2015
St Mary Magdalene’s - £ 213.51

St John’s - £ 872.12

MANY THANKS.

Masses, Devotions and Services

St John the Evangelist

Saturday 31st January
MEMORIAL OF ST JOHN
BOSCO

Sunday 1st February

St Mary Magdalene

10.00am Mass: Special Intention
6.30pm Vigil: from last week’s
newsletter……
9.30am Mass:

11.15am Mass:

4TH

SUNDAY OF THE
YEAR (CYCLE B)

Monday 2nd February

10.00am Mass: Alec Linton

FEAST OF THE
PRESENTATION OF THE
LORD

7pm to 8pm: Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament

Tuesday 3rd February

10.00am Eucharistic Service

7.00pm Mass: Thanksgiving
[but celebrated in the parish house
before the Pastoral Council meeting]

Memorial of St Blaise with
Blessing of throats.
Memorial of St Ansgar
Wednesday 4th February

10.00am Mass: Catherine McRoberts

Thursday 5th February

10.00am Mass: Bill D’Agostino

MEMORIAL OF ST
AGATHA

Friday 6th February

10am Eucharistic Service

MEMORIAL OF ST PAUL
MIKI & COMPANIONS

3pm to 4pm:

10am Mass: Special Intention

Divine Mercy Devotions
Saturday 7th February

11am Requiem Mass for Paul Bainbridge
6.30pm Vigil: People of the Parish

Sunday 8th February

9.30am Mass: Fr Thomas Flynn

11.15am Mass: Canon Michael Milton

5TH SUNDAY OF THE
YEAR (CYCLE B)
PEACE

Jean Vanier, Community & Growth, p177.

‘So many in our world today are suffering from isolation, war and oppression. So much money is spent on the
construction of armaments. Many, many young people are in despair … today as never before, we need communities of
welcome; communities that are a sign of peace in a world of war. There is no point in praying for peace in the Middle
East, for example, if we are not peace-makers in our own community. Young people, as well as those who are older, are
sensitive to this vision of peace. It must continually be announced so that hearts and minds are nourished.’

A MEDITATION ON THE MEANING OF THE EUCHARIST
BY DONAL HARRINGTON
This meditation is one of a series, each of which takes a different theme, to explore the meaning
from a different angle. Each meditation concludes with a question for reflection. This in turn
may be experienced as an invitation to prayer.

EXPLORING EUCHARIST
Eucharist is … Body of Christ
Sometime around the year 44, Saint Augustine gave a remarkable homily on the
Eucharist. His audience was a group of newly baptised adults and he was telling them
about the inner meaning of this mystery. He began with the question: ‘How can this
bread be Christ’s body and what the chalice contains, his blood?’
He continued by quoting the words of Saint Paul, ‘You are the body of Christ and his
members.’ He went on ‘If, therefore, you are the body of Christ and his members, it is
your own mystery that has been placed on the table of the Lord. It is your own mystery
that you receive.’
Then: ‘To this which you are you respond “Amen” and, in responding, you accept it.
What you hear is “the Body of Christ” and to this you respond “Amen”. So, be a
member of Christ’s body, that your Amen may be true.’ Later he says, ‘Be what you see
and accept what you are.’
This is a great enrichment. When we hear ‘body of Christ’ we are used to thinking of the
consecrated host, or of the physical body of Jesus when he walked the earth. We are less
used to thinking of ourselves! And yet, this is what Paul and Augustine, two towering
figures in our tradition, wanted to communicate to us – that we are Christ’s body, that (in
Augustine’s words) ‘It is the mystery of our peace and unity which he consecrates on his
table.’
When we return from receiving communion we pray quietly. Maybe there is something
here to add to our meditation. Maybe we might think: ‘Not only have I received
communion – I have also entered into communion, as a member of the communion that
is Christ’s body.’ Besides closing our eyes in prayer, we might also look up, at the body
of Christ around us, and say, ‘Amen’.
For reflection
Think about the meaning of the phrases from Augustine in italics.

